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Objectives: 

To: discuss 
1. Empirical the influence of religion on suicide

2. The relationship of one particular religion-Judaism with suicide

Methods: 

1. A systematic search of empirical studies on the effect of religion on suicide was performed. 

2. The Jewish approach to suicide through biblical, Talmudic and modern times was surveyed 

Results: 

Most case control / cohort studies indicate that religious engagement protects against suicide (Hilton 2002 (USA); Duberstein  2004 (USA))

Ecologic studies (Neeleman 1997, 1998, 1999) suggest in Western countries high levels of belief are associated with lower rates of suicide and that this is more marked in females than in males.
These lower rates appear to be mediated by a reduced acceptability of suicide and are independent of ethnic, genetic, social and cultural 

There is however some inconsistency in evidence: e.g. Marusic 1998 
The Jewish approach to suicide has undergone marked vicissitudes over 3,000 years of evolution. After being accepted and tolerated in biblical times it became sinful and excommunicable in Talmudic times. During the holocaust the act of suicide became a focal point of controversy in the face of an intolerable external situation

Conclusions 
There is both empirical and historical evidence for a major effect of religion on suicide 
