Abstract

About the borders between normal and abnormal religiosity
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Starting point of this lecture is the standpoint that religiosity (or: religious receptivity) is a normal component of the human experiential repertoire, emphatically not a neurotic remnant of an infantile past. The underpinnings of this viewpoint will be discussed, as well as the meaning of the term religious receptivity.

Assuming the normality of religiosity, one may expect the occurrence of abnormal manifestations both in the direction of an excess (pietism) and in the direction of a deficit (unbelief).

Abnormal manifestations of religiosity will be discussed.

The practical consequence of this view is that religiosity should regain its rightful place in psychiatric diagnosing and therapeutic planning and consequently in psychiatric training programs.

