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The main thrust of this paper is that religious psychopathology offers one of the best illustrations of the idea that the nature of disease and the boundaries of the profession cannot be settled on purely objective grounds only. It is in the nature of religious psychopathology to compel clinicians and theorists to become explicit about all kind of background ideas and assumptions – assumptions about what it is to be ill or to have a disease, the concept of (dis)function and the nature of religion.  In fact, religious psychopathology challenges us to go one step further by overcoming the split between strictly objective and subjective accounts of disease; and the split between fact and value. 
In a discussion of several case examples we will explore these background assumptions systematically with reference to the existing literature and discussions on the concept of disease in psychiatry. 

