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Especially when they have an easily recognizable religious content, psychotic delusions seem to show us a 'generatio spontanea' of religion. Therefore the topic regularly appears in psychology of religion. Anton Boisen's Autobiography, Freud's Schreber, Jung's Miss Miller and Peter Schaffer's Equus are the best known examples of it.

Nevertheless, two reasons should warn us against assimilating too easily both phenomena:

1. Despite of its striking character, delusion is only one of the elements of psychosis. When coining the term of 'schizophrenia', Eugen Bleuler made of it a secondary symptom, while disruption of affectivity seemed much more important to him. Following its emphasis on easily observable symptoms, the DSM III and IV put the emphasis on delusions again. This is however questionable and could turn us away from other, more essential points where psychosis could be compared with religious

experience: the emotional realm.

2. Thereby a religious bias could reinforce this limited focus on the content of delusions. Especially in the Anglo-Saxon world, due to the Calvinist tradition, religion is easily identified with belief, and believing with the acceptance without proof of some 'thruths', i.e.

specific propositions. One should however remember that in the history of Christian theology the emotional basis of the psychological act of 'believing' (trust - the fides qua) has often been considered more important than the content of the subsequent creed (fides quae). This too invites us to look differently at the seemingly likeness of psychotic and religious experiences.

3. Mystical experiences are a peculiar form of religious experience, that can also be shaped along ethical, esthetical, rational, sceptical, etc. lines. Thereby, in Christian tradition, mystical experience is often modeled according the pattern of intersubjectivity and love - something that is often precarious in psychosis. Here we meet the point where we have to investigate what psychotic people are especially looking for in religion, and this might be something very different from what we find, expressed on a cognitive level, in their delusions.
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